news that the bankorB' agents received from
their correspondents, to watch the course of
trade and feel the pulse of sentiment. For a
considerable time too he played the part of
Foreign Secretary to the Governor, translating
letters or getting them translated, suggesting
appropriate answers, settling the minutiae of
Oriental etiquette, and himself corresponding
with distant ministers. lie belonged too to a
family which had been peculiarly honoured
by the French authorities. Two members of
it, Nainiya Pillai and Guruva Pillai, had in
turn occupied Eanga Pillai's office of Chief
Dubash; and the latter had visited France, to
complain of injustice received from Hdbert,
the Governor, and had there received not only
redress but also the ribbon of St. Michel. He
was then for a considerable number of years
the foremost Hindu resident of Pondichory,
better informed on political matters than any
other. We may then infer that his Diary
probably contains more authentic detail of a
political nature than that which any othor
Indian at Pondiohory could have kept. For
instance it records the contents of many letters
which were addressed to the Governor by the
Country powers, and which passed through
the diarist's hands.

Secondly Ranga Pillai   is   an oxact and
accurate  witness when he speaks to what